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Newsletter #221: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello all! 

As promised I wanted to follow up my newsletter last week with the continuation of 
auctions that are starting next week. I needed to break up the newsletter into two in 
order to focus on other tasks in my world. I will fly to Europe the end of next week and 
will go straight to work at viewing the Swiss auctions taking place starting on December 
1. In the interest of time I will not mention those sales from last weeks newsletter. 


Miinzen & Medaillen GmbH Auction 51 (4 December) 

M&M was scheduled to have their auction last month but had to postpone due to a tragic 
situation. The manager of M&M, Joachim Stollhoff died unexpectantly just a few days 
before their 51st sale. The sale was promptly cancelled and organized again with the 
help of his trusted friends and colleagues for December 4. I would like to point my 
viewers to the life of Joachim Stollhoff and honor his memory. A lovely memorial was 
written by his colleague Claire Franklin-Werz and ran in the latest issue of Coinsweekly. 
Please visit it here 


The auction on December 4 is comprised of 1,721 lots ranging from ancients to world 
coinage. The Greek coin section consists of 624 lots and from my review I noticed that 
most were not of the highest quality but many had pedigrees of some sort going back 
decades. The next section is Roman provincial coins with 118 lots. Again, many 
pedigrees and plate coins abound. The estimates are reasonable for pedigreed material. 
The Roman republican and Imperatorial coins again are lower quality but with 
pedigrees. The first five figure coin is lot 865, an aureus of Mark Antony’s legionary 
coinage, an uncommon type in gold. The next largest section starts with lot 1150 and 
moving forward are medieval and world coinage starting with the German states. This 
auction likely will not appeal to most for aesthetics but it does have a lot of buying 
opportunities for those on smaller budgets and looking for pedigrees. 


The auction is entirely online and can be found here 


NGSA 19-21 (9-10 December) 

NGSA located in Geneva conducts auctions typically every other year. This December 
they will host two days of auctions covering three catalogs. In addition to its Geneva 
office, NGSA has a presence in Dubai. In addition to some memorable ancient coin 
auctions, NGSA also has showcased some major Islamic and world coin collections. This 
auction season starts with catalog 19, a sale devoted solely to Islamic coinage. While the 
majority of Islamic coins fall outside of my area of expertise, the first 40 fall under the 
category of Arab-Byzantine. This fascinating period of time shows the dual influence of 
the Islamic and Byzantine worlds in the coinage. You see what looks stylistically more 
like a Byzantine coin but with Arabic legends. From 629 until about 1180, the two groups 
were in off and on conflicts. The coins at the beginning of sale 19 reflects that clash of 
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initial reaction to the catalog was the extremes present in the ordering of the coins. You 
will routinely see a 6 figure coin mixed in with coins that are what I would term 
“budget” lots. The catalog is titled “Masterpieces: The Half Crown Collection: Part 1: A- 
H”. There are 836 lots. Some of the lots that I noticed are lot 1008, a mint state gold 
stater of Pantikapaion. Read the write-up on the lot. The cataloguer makes a connection 
between the griffin on the reverse and dinosaurs. An interesting observation. Lot 1018 is 
a tetradrachm from the Philistia, Gaza region. It looks like your typical Athenian 
tetradrachm but one clearly sees a difference when looking at the reverse. An eagle 
standing facing forward with its wings closed. Olive sprigs are on each side of the owl 
and the ethnic refers to “Azah” which is Gaza. It is a fascinating type that clearly shows 
how far and wide the Athenian coinage traveled. It truly was a universal currency. Lot 
1032 is the cover coin and a coin of historical importance. This is a coin of Brutus, one of 
the Julius Caesar’s murderers. Like many of those seeking power, Brutus put his image 
on coinage to promote himself and his cause. The Eid Mar denarius is one of the most 
iconic of all ancient coins commemorating and celebrating the daggers which brought 
Julius Caesar death and the liberty cap for which the Senators were fighting to preserve. 
This coin does not have the iconic dagger/liberty cap imagery but rather a trophy with 
the moneyer’s name Publius Servilius Casca Longus in shortened form. This coin was 
struck just prior to the death of Brutus at the Battle of Philippi. Lot 1040 is worth 
mentioning as it appears to be most expensive cistophorus I’ve ever seen at an estimate 
of 125,000 CHF. It is, indeed, a coin of extreme beauty and spectacular strike. That said, 
I’m not sure if I agree with a price like that. It is very beautiful but you can find nice 
cistophors for a fraction of that. Lot 1041 is one of the nicest coins of Antinuous, lover of 
Hadrian, that I have seen from the Alexandrian series. The artistry is simple but one 
clearly can see Antinuous on horseback on the reverse. There are also some lovely but 
pricey Roman aurei available throughout. The ancient coin section is small but 
impactful in this sale, ending just after lot 54, an impressive frontal view of the western 
Roman (Byzantine) emperor Theodosius II. From that point until the end of the catalog 
are a massive showing of impressive world coins in alphabetical order. 


In the section of world coins is an impressive 4 Ducat Klippe from Salzburg during the 
Holy Roman Empire. This coin of Leonhard von Keutschach, 1495-1519 has a nice 
pedigree dating back to a Leo Hamburger auction of 1905. The end of the catalog has 
four impressive Panama Pacific heavy octagonal dollars weighing a massive 83.59 
grams. These coins were struck to celebrate the newly completed Panama canal in 1915. 
Woodrow Wilson, The U.S. President at the time, unveiled these coins to the public at 
the San Francisco World’s Fair in 1915. It was the first instance of seeing the ubiquitous 
“In God we Trust” on U.S. coinage. 


Auction 21 is a small but special collection which assembled all every minting year of the 
5 Guinea gold crowns from 1668 through 1777. 


I will be viewing NGSA in Geneva so please let me know if any coins are of interest and 
you need representation. 


Leu Numismatik Web Sale 32 (7-10 December) 

Leu is conducting their 32nd web sale from the 7-10 of December. There are a massive 
number of coins at 4,125 lots. There are two small dedicated collections in this sale. The 
first is from Henrik Hortz and is 43 ancient Greek coins. It was a short term collecting 
initiative however, with the pedigrees ranging from 2019 until more recently. In the 
third part of the sale is a127 lot collection of Byzantine coins from the collector Dr. 
Hans-Ulrich Geiger. At the end of third day is a 213 lot collection of Byzantine lead seals. 
Estimates are extremely low and those interested in bidding should figure on much 
higher hammers. 


Lugdunum Auction 24 (12 December) 

The Swiss auction house Lugdunum has an interesting collection of Renaissance medals 
coming up in their 24th sale. Commemorative medals have their origin in 15th century 
Italy. These medals are impressive works of art and have become collectibles for many. 
The large bronzes typically showcase important people or quasi-royalty in from Italy at 
the time. The reverses, when not uniface examples which simply show an incuse of the 
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reverse shows a lovely landscape scene with a head at the top and rays of sunshine 
emanating from it. Lot 25, a medal from the “forger” Giovanni Cavino, shows a play on 
the famous Eids of March with the two daggers and liberty cap. 


Coin of the week 


Egypt, Ptolemaic Kings. Ptolemy I Soter. As Satrap, 323—305/4 BC 

Memphis or Alexandria, c. 323-317 BC 

AR Tetradrachm, 17.21g (25mm, 12h). 

In the name of Alexander III of Macedon. Head of Herakles right, wearing lion skin / 
Zeus Nikephoros seated left; rose in left field, AI-O below throne. 


Pedigree: From the Collection of a London Novelist, purchased from Sovereign Rarities 
Ltd. Ex Dr. Walter Stoecklin (+1975) Collection (Nomos 14, 17 May 2017), lot 176, 
purchased from Bank Leu, Zurich; M&M FPL 105 (August 1951), no. 6. 


References: CPE 19; Svoronos —; Zervos Issue 2C, dies 202/i (this coin referenced); Price 
3971 var. 


Grade: Some slight wear on obverse hair, and reverse torso. Several unobtrusive 
scratches on reverse. Wonderful old cabinet toning. Well centered and well struck. 
VF/VG 

Price: $7,500 


gk1763 


Buy Coin 


Upon the death of Alexander III, his closest advisors and generals divided up his 
territory. These men were known as the Diadochi, or successors. There was Ptolemy, 
Antigonus, Cassander and Seleucus. Ptolemy oversaw the area of Egypt. Of the 
successors Ptolemy was likely the most important to Alexander III. He was one of 
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bury the previous king. Perdiccas, who served as regent to Alexander's mentally 
disabled half brother, Philip Arridaeus, likely wanted to insure his later position by 
burying Alexander in Macedonia. 


The very early coins of the Diadochi mirror the coins of Alexander III with the exception 
of the legends. The change eventually occurred when those rulers coined in their own 
desired imagery but the beginning was likely a gradual and important change that 
would keep the population comfortable. 


Coin on my website 


If you are interested in any other coins I have to offer please visit my website: 
shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 
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